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involved in some risk. As it appears from General
Macdonald's letter that the enemy is still opposite
Wildon, and that the Gyulai corps is near Radkersburg,
a strong cavalry division on Korinend, pushed on to the
rear of the enemy, could protect our communications,
especially if it be supported by a detachment from
General Macdonald on the same point. Write to him
in that sense. General Macdonald must not send out a
reconnaissance, but a strong advance guard to Fursten-
feld and thence on Korinend."

Napoleon, then, does not believe cavalry to be able
to fulfil by itself that first part of the task; he wants
the cavalry to be supported at Korinend by a strong
advance guard coming from Fiirstenf eld. It is a strongly
constituted organ of this sort, instead of even numer-
ous squadrons, which he expects to carry out a real
reconnaissance.

Meanwhile, however, Prince Eug&ie had conceived
at Oedenburg the idea of proceeding to Raab in order
to cut the Archduke John off from the road to the
Danube by which the latter might have joined the
Archduke Karl. Such a manoeuvre arose from a pre-
conceived view: it might fail to go home, it might in
any case be parried. We shall see what theory Napoleon
opposed to it.

" Sckoeribrunh, June 6$, 1809, 9 a.w.

" My son; I have your letter of the 5th, 10 p.m.,
in which I see that Colbert has at last found the Arch-
duke John. The first thing you have to do is to march
together and united. I do not think that the Seras and
Durutte divisions and the fivt cavalry regirrients of
General Grouchy will suffice; the corps of Baraguey
d'EGlliers and the Guard must be with you, so that you
should have 30,000 men, who should march in close
formation in order to come into action together, and be
able all to arrive on the same battle-field within three
hours' time, I leave the Lauriston corps at your dis-
posal, so that you will be reinforced by 3000 infantry,
and the three cavalry regiments of Colbert. I also
1 leave at your disposal the Montbrun division, which
consists of four cavalry regiments. Thereby you will
have eleven regiments of light cavalry, three regiments